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Kelvin Medallist, 1955 : H. W. Bennetts, C.B.E., D.V.Sc.

The Kelvin Medal of the Royal Society of

Western Australia Incorporated, was inaugur-

ated in 1924, and is awarded at intervals of four

years or more for distinguished work in science

connected with Western Australia. The medal

for 1955 has been awarded to Dr. H. W. Ben-

netts, Principal of the Animal Health and

Nutrition Laboratory of the Department of

Agriculture of Western Australia.

Harold William Bennetts was born in Mel-

bourne on 18th July, 1898, and educated at

Wesley College and the University of Melbourne,

where he gained the degrees of B.V.Sc. (1919),

M.V.Sc. (1920) and D.V.Sc. (1931). After serving

in the Field Artillery in World War I. he be-

came Microbiologist in the Commonwealth De-

partment of Health and was in North Queens-

land during 1921 and 1922. In 1923 he was

appointed Lecturer and Demonstrator in Patho-

logy and Bacteriology in the Melbourne

Veterinary School and in 1925 became Veterin-

ary Pathologist in the Department of Agricul-

ture in Perth. He has remained an officer of

that department, apart from the period 1928-

1935, when he was seconded to C.SJ.R. and has

been Principal of the Animal Health and Nutri-

tion Laboratory at Nedlands since its establish-

ment in 1947. He has also been a Visiting

Lecturer in the Faculty of Agriculture of the

University of Western Australia.

Dr. Bennetts was a member of the Council

of this Society for most of the period 1929-

1944 and was President during 1934-1935. His
Presidential Address was entitled “Plants

Poisonous to Live Stock in Western Australia.”

This was a field in which he took a great deal

of interest and worked in association with the

Government Botanist (Mr. C. A. Gardner). The
fruits of their joint work are soon to appear in

a richly illustrated work “The Toxic Plants of

Western Australia.”

Dr. Bennetts first made his name in veterin-

ary research by his solution of a sheep disease

(entero-toxaemia), known in the early days as

the Beverley sheep disease and latterly as the

braxy-Iike disease, which had worried sheep-
owners and baffled veterinary investigators for

years. Subsequently he made notable contribu-

tions to the understanding and treatment of

copper deficiency and the oestrogenic effects of

subterranean clover, both major problems to the
stock-owners of Western Australia. He also

made many valuable contributions to other pro-
blems and the results of his researches between
1926 and 1955 are published in over 50 papers
in various scientific journals.

Dr. Bennetts is a Fellow of the Australian and
New Zealand Association for the Advancement
of Science and was President of Section L at
the Adelaide Meeting in 1946. He is also a
Fellow of the Australian Veterinary Association
and an Honorary Member of the Royal Society
of Medicine, London. In 1948 he was honoured
by the award of a C.B.E.

1



Bibliography

1926

A Disease Occurring in Western Australian
Sheep which resembles “Braxy.” Rep. Aust.
Ass. Advanc. Sci.^ 18; 781.

Plants Poisonous to Stock in Western Australia.
Dept. Agric. W. Aust., Bulletin 96 (with
W. M. Came and C. A. Gardner.)

The Helminths of Western Australian Stock.
J. Roy Soc. W. Aust., 13; 49.

1927

Contributions to our Knowledge of Western
Australian Poison Plants. J. Roy. Soc. W.
Aust., 14; 7.

Further Contributions to the Helminths of
Western Australian Stock. J. Roy. Soc. W.
Aust., 14; 58.

1932

Enzootic Ataxia of Lambs in Western Australia.
Aust. Vet, J., 8; 137, 183.

“Pulpy Kidney” in Lambs. Coun. Sci. Industr.
Res. Aust., Pamphlet No. 35 (with D. T.
Oxer).

Infectious Entero-Toxaemia of Sheep in West-
ern Australia. Coun. Sci. Industr.. Res
Aust., Bull. No. 57.

Infectious Entero-Toxaemia, “Pulpy-Kidney”
and other related Diseases of Sheep. Vet. J.,

88; 248.

1933

Enzootic Ataxia of Lambs in Western Australia.
Aust. Vet. J., 9; 95.

The Active Immunisation of Sheep against
Infectious Entero-toxaemia (Braxy-like
Disease) by means of B. ovitoxicus Anacul-
ture. J, Coun. Set Industr. Res. Aust. 6: 92.

Botulism of Sheep in Western Australia and its
Association with Sarcophagia. J. Coun. Sci.
Ind. Res. Aust., 6; 137.

1935

Investigation of Plants Poisonous to Stock in
Western Australia. J. Dept. Agric. W. Aust.,
12; 431.

The Prophylaxis of Enzootic Ataxia of Lambs
in Western Australia. J. Coun. Sci. Industr.
Res. Aust., 8; 61,

The Prevention of so-called “Rickets” in Lambs
and Foals. J. Dept, Agric. W. Aust., 12; 305.

The Occurrence of Bacillus pullorum septi-
caemia in Adult Hens in Western Australia.
Aust. Vet. J., 11; 223.

Plants Poisonous to Stock in Western Australia.
J. Roy. Soc. W. Aust., 21; xi.

The Hookworm Monodontus trigonocephalus
and other Sheep Parasites not recorded
previously from Western Australia. Aust,
Vet. J., 11; 113.

1937

Copper Deficiency of Sheep in Western Australia:

a Preliminary Account of the Aetiology of

Enzootic Ataxia of Lambs and an Anaemia
of Ewes. Aust. Vet. J. 12: 138 (with F. E.

Chapman)

.

Copper Deficiency —the Cause of Enzootic Ataxia
(“Rickets”) of Lambs. J. Dept. Agric, W.
Aust., 14: 247.

The Control of Toxic Paralysis (Botulism) in

Sheep and Cattle. J. Dept. Agric. W. Aust.,

14; 381 (with H. T. B. Hall).

Toxic Paralysis (Botulism) of Cattle —Preven-
tion Now Possible. J. Dept. Agric. W. Aust.,

14: 127.

The Use of the Complement Fixation Test in

the Control of Bovine Pleuro-Pneumonia.
Aust. Vet. J., 13; 178.

1938

Botulism of Sheep and Cattle in Western
Australia —Its Cause and Prevention by
Immunisation. Aust. Vet. J., 14; 105 (with
H. T. B. Hall).

1939

“Falling Disease” of Cattle in the South-West of

Western Australia. Aust. Vet. J., 15: 152
(with H. T. B. Hall).

The Investigation of “Palling Disease” of Cattle
in the South-West. J. Dept. Agric. W. Aust.,

16: 156 (with H. T. B. Hall).

1940

Coast Disease in Western Australia. J. Dept.
Agric. W. Aust., 17: 41.

1941

“Falling Disease” of Cattle in the South-West
of Western Australia. Studies of Copper
Deficiency in Cattle. Aust. Vet. J. 17: 85
(with A. B. Beck, R. Harley and S. T.
Evans)

.

“Falling Disease” of Cattle in the South West.
J. Dept. Agric. W. Aust., 18: 133.

1942

Enzootic Ataxia and Copper Deficiency of Sheep
in Western Australia. Coun. Sci. Industr.
Res. Aust., Bull. No. 147 (with A. B. Beck).

Studies on copper Deficiency of Cattle: The Fatal
Termination (“Falling Disease”). Aust. Vet.

J., 18: 50 (with R. Harley and S. T. Evans).

Haemoglobinmia of Calves in the South-West
of Western Australia. Aust. Vet. J., 18:

205 (with L. W. Mahaffey and A. F. Flood).

Copper Deficiency of Cattle and the Fatal
Termination “Falling Disease”. J, Dept.
Agric. W. Aust., 19: 96 (with R. Harley and
S. T. Evans).

“Stringy” Wool and Copper Deficiency in Western
Australia. J. Dept. Agric. W. Aust., 19: 7.

2


